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E 
ditorial 

It has been  an  honour editing this newsletter and I am very grateful for all the help  and 
encouragement that I have received from other Old Xaverians during the last two years. 
When I accepted the challenge of editing  Clapper one of my objectives  was to place 

past  editions on the  Clapham Old Xaveriansô  Association web page where they could be read  by  
former pupils of the College  who  may have lost contact with the Association. All the editions from 
Summer 2007 are now available in this way and can be read from anywhere in the world.. So this is 
my final edition. One day I will look back at this  time and plough into a parked car  (with apologies 
to  Evan Davis). 

 

F 
ootball Club Captainôs/Honorary Secretaryôs Report Season 2008/09 

 

We still have an amalgamation of Eddie, Spencer and Luke dealing with the 
responsibilities of Hon Secretary and Club Captain. Eddie, again relieves much of the 

burden by reporting the results on top of his onerous Match Secretary role. Luke has also assisted 
greatly in dealing with Captainôs Meetings and the general management of the football section. We 
have not yet split the roles of Club Captain and Honorary Secretary so it is still correct to have one 
report dealing with both matters. 

 

The gravest problem of 2009 is finance ï we will be making a loss of over £2,000 and therefore a 
budget for 2009/10 has been agreed by the existing committee after great debate that will require 
the increase in Annual Subs for all to £50, Match fees for the waged to £8 and to introduce Match 
fees for Students in Full Time Higher education to £3 ï schoolboys will still not be required to pay 
either Annual or Match fees. Without these increases, which still represent value for money 
compared to other clubs then it would not be long before the club would not be able to afford to 
continue. Great support is required by players paying up on time, captains reporting the receipt of 
monies efficiently to the Club Treasurer.   

 

On the social side, we do need more fundraising and to support functions at the clubhouse in 
greater numbers as a great deal of effort goes into running these events from the likes of Lisa and 
Jackie. In addition it is hoped to run a raffle for FA Cup final tickets that is open to members of the 
football club and association. The profits generated from these events will help to cover the running 
and maintenance costs of the clubhouse, without which we will merely be a pub team. In addition, 
the more we put in the more we get back, if we help the Association to make a profit, they will be 
more likely to assist us in funding new kit, replacement equipment and even maintenance of the 
Norbury pitch. All of which, if we chose to proceed with without support from the Association 
would lead to a further increase in Annual subs and/or match fees. I appreciate that Norbury may 
not be the centre of most peopleôs social world, but surely it is not much to ask for teams that play at 
home to get back there for a quick couple (orange & lemonades if driving) and to support a few 
functions a year on a Saturday night??? I do note that for those playing away, especially if you do not 
live in the Norbury vicinity, it is not so easy to return, principally because we should have accepted 
hospitality from the opposition.  

 

Whilst mentioning the Norbury pitch, it is in need or remedial work and is included within  the 
budget for the forthcoming season. 

  



On the football field, great strides have been made, the 1st XI now under the guidance of Matthew 
Arnold have retuned to Premiership football. 

 

The 2nd XI won their division to be promoted to Intermediate South under Bernie Mensah. 

 

More difficult times were felt lower down, but with late surges the 3rd XI, 4th XI & 5th XI all 
survived in their divisions. Unfortunately the 6th XI were hampered by too many long term injuries 
and were relegated despite great efforts on the part of Chris Finch.  

After the discussion over pulling up players after Thursday etc, there was a great movement of 
players between the 1st & 2nd  XIs. Lower down lines of communication seemed to run pretty well 
between the captains but as players we need to support all captains and seek to play where we are 
asked to and for whatever team we are asked to play in. 

 

On the disciplinary side, we received more cautions than last year and again just one dismissal. 
Ideally, we should strive to get the number of cautions down and not have anyone sent off. Do 
please eradicate dissent, there is NO excuse for it!  

 

We have had to attend a Hearing at the AFA on behalf of one player accused of striking a referee, 
the result being that the AFA accepted that the player had accidentally caught the referee, even so a 
lengthy ban and hefty fine were two punishments he has had to accept. 

 

On the refereeing side of things, we have been blessed with the support from Eamonn Taggart for 
most of the season, not only a very good referee, but will also return to the bar and spend most of 
his fee there as well. If there are any more ex players wishing to referee Clapham fixtures, you will be 
more than welcome and it will relieve one more burden from Eddieôs shoulders. 

 

Once again, many thanks to all involved with running the club for making our jobs relatively simple 
and relieving various tasks from our shoulders. This has been another enjoyable and successful 
season, lets look for more success next year. (the use of a WP saves typing these words yet again but 
with the support received will always be words that are meant) 

 

Spencer McGuire & Luke Roszkowski 

 

F 
ootball 1st  XI Report 

A season that can only be described as a huge success resulted in the COXA 1st XI 
returning to the top division in AFC football for the first time in 14 years. 

 

After  re-joining the 1st XI as captain from SAL side Nottsborough the main objective was to set 
about strengthening the squad to build a team with the capability of pushing for a place in the top 
tier of the AFC.  This saw me working closely with the brilliant 2nd XI captain Bernie Mensah to 
ensure the relationship between the 1st and 2nd XIs worked more effectively to enhance the quality 
of both squads.   



After a brilliant pre-season, which saw the 1st  XI blend several new players including the immensely 
talented Michael Baffour and Chris Wall, Clapham started the season fantastically, winning 6 of 
their first 7 games and topping the table in the run up to Christmas.  Notable results were a 2-0 away 
win at Sutts on the opening day of the season, a thumping 4-1 away win at Ignations and a 3-0 home 
win against Sinjuns. 

 

After such a good start the inevitable mid season wobble came.  A horrendous spate of injuries ï 
which included long term lay-offs for influential players such as Darren Fox, Felix Asante and Mick 
Gorman ï co-incided with a dreadful loss of form and confidence.  No wins for the next 5 games 
(and a couple of thumping defeats) meant the 1st XI were still in the top 2 but on a slide and 
fighting for every point if they were going to keep themselves in the promotion hunt. 

 

The turnaround for the team ï and the season ï came in the away game with Michendians (who 
would go on to win the league). In an end to end barnstormer COXA prevailed 3-2 and regained 
some much needed confidence.  With confidence back, and new addition Olly Lee making an 
immediate impact, momentum started to grow.  Simon Lambert began to really grow in stature in 
the middle of the park and the goals of Rio Bogle and Paul Hamilton kept the 3 points coming.  

 

The run in continued in the same vein with excellent results against Old Belgravians, Hale End and 
Ignations. These games saw the introduction of young 2nd XI players Jo Pratley-Jones and Sam 
Thurston-Price ï two excellent players with fantastic futures ahead of themselves. Their 
contribution in the final weeks of the season was invaluable. Promotion was only definitely sealed 
on the last day of the season where a nervous 1-1 draw against Challoners was enough to secure 
second place and the promise of Premiership football next season. 
 

The skipper was a proud man at the end of the season, and he recognised the hard work that had 
been put in over the course of the year.  The campaign was built on a solid defence, containing two 
standout centre halves ï Chris Wall and Peter Codd deservedly picked up COXA Player of the Year 
and 1st XI Player of the Year respectively. The midfield worked tirelessly and Rio Bogle and Paul 
Hamilton provided the goals up front to see through promotion.  A special mention must also go to 

Position  Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Difference Points 

1 Old Minchendenians  20 14 3 3 76 24 52 45 

2 Clapham Old Xaverians  20 11 5 4 43 29 14 38 

3 Old Suttonians  20 10 4 6 37 33 4 34 

4 Old Belgravians  20 9 5 6 51 36 15 32 

5 Sinjuns Grammarians  20 9 3 8 47 35 12 30 

6 Old Challoners  20 8 5 7 27 32 -5 29 

7 Old Ignatians  20 7 2 11 41 47 -6 23 

8 Glyn Old Boys  20 6 5 9 31 48 -17 23 

9 Hale End Athletic  20 6 4 10 32 52 -20 22 

10 Enfield Old Grammarians  20 5 6 9 27 43 -16 21 

11 Old Meadonians II  20 3 2 15 22 55 -33 11 



Antony Kierney who broke his leg in the away game with Minchendenians.  Weôre glad to see that 
Antony has made a fantastic recovery and will be pushing for a place back in the team once pre-
season is upon us.  

 

Next season promises a new challenge and we go into it with the hope of competing, not just 
making up the numbers. The standard of football will be higher, the levels of commitment needed 
greater.  The overall objective is to consolidate our position in the Premier league, and then to build 
and press for honours.  To do this the squad will need to grow in both confidence and quality, and 
it will do this by continuing to nurture the young talent at the club, whilst also looking to bring in 
established players from outside.  The captain hopes the success of the 1st XI this season, coupled 
with the capturing of a new 1st team pitch, will work to help achieve these goals.  A stronger 1st 
team will only benefit the rest of the club moving forward. 

 

The captain would like to pay a special tribute to Eddie OôBrien for his tireless work ï the club 
would simply not function without him ï and everyone else who took part in a fabulous season, 
including those players who have not been mentioned.  

 

Matt Arnold  
 

 

F 
ootball 2nd XI Report 
 

 

 

 

Bernard Mensah 
 

Position   Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Difference Points 

1 Clapham Old Xaverians II  18 12 1 5 45 35 10 37 

2 Old Sedcopians  18 10 5 3 52 33 19 35 

3 Old Pauline II  18 9 5 4 45 34 11 32 

4 Old St Marys  18 8 5 5 43 25 18 29 

5 City of London  18 7 6 5 38 28 10 27 

6 Glyn Old Boys II  18 8 1 9 30 33 -3 25 

7 Old Tenisonians II  18 5 4 9 31 40 -9 19 

8 Sinjuns Grammarians II  18 5 3 10 34 53 -19 18 

9 Reigatians  18 4 4 10 37 51 -14 16 

10 Old Whitgiftian  18 4 2 12 33 56 -23 14 



F 
ootball 3rd XI Report 

 

 

 

Sam Vennart/Denis Sekula 

 

F 
ootball 4th XI Report 

 

Clapham 4th XI struggled through the first half of the season after being promoted two 
leagues up from last year. However, after Christmas break our keeper Sasha Goryunov 

returned and with a regular keeper the team fought back to end the season in 8th place. Wesley 
Monford played outstandingly in central midfield all year and was rewarded with his team's vote for 
MVP. However, all of the 4th XI played excellent week in and week out and are keen to start of next 
season strong with some experience now behind them. We also welcome new co-captain Adam 
Price who does and will continue to provide excellent leadership on and off the field. 

Position   Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Difference Points 

1 Marsh  18 13 2 3 57 27 30 41 

2 Economicals II  18 13 1 4 48 31 17 40 

3 Witan  18 11 5 2 76 40 36 38 

4 Old Tenisonians III  18 9 3 6 52 44 8 30 

5 National Westminster Bank II  18 9 1 8 43 31 12 28 

6 Old Suttonians III  18 6 4 8 27 44 -17 22 

7 Tilburg Regents  18 4 6 8 37 42 -5 18 

8 Clapham Old Xaverians III  18 5 1 12 28 44 -16 16 

Position   Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Difference Points 

1 Economicals III  20 16 1 3 55 18 37 49 

2 National Westminster Bank III  20 14 4 2 62 22 40 43 

3 Malvern Chase  20 14 1 5 58 33 25 43 

4 Old Wokingians II  20 10 5 5 49 29 20 35 

5 Old Tiffinians II  20 10 3 7 44 37 7 33 

6 Old Dorkinians II  20 8 2 10 47 54 -7 26 

7 Reigatians II  20 7 3 10 44 62 -18 24 

8 Clapham Old Xaverians IV  20 7 2 11 43 62 -19 23 

9 The Comets  20 6 2 12 35 56 -21 20 



Mark Weyers 

 

F 
ootball 5th XI Report 

The 5th XI season can be split into 2 sections ï the first lasted for 14 games, yielded 8 
points and saw the team rooted to the bottom of Division 4 South. Despite the occasional 
encouraging performance, and good commitment from former members of the 6th XI 

and some new recruits to COXA, the team failed to gel and was punished for its lack of goals and 
overstretched defence. 

Then came the final 4 games ï a couple of people out, a couple of people in, three crucial wins, 14 
goals scored and a surge of team spirit despite the team being down to its bare bones. 

After nerves had set in at Woking (losing a 2 goal lead before a late winner, the scorer of which is 
still disputed to this dayé..), and a heavy loss to the run-away side in 2nd place, the situation was 
simple ï go to Tiffs, win by as many as possible and pray that results went our way. 

 

An exciting 6-2 win made it simple ï as long as Dorking didnôt win 9-0 that day, the 5th XI were up. 
After 3 postponements, the best that Dorking could manage was a 5-1 win, leading to drunken calls 
from Munich from the captain to his squad. Never has a goal difference of ï18 been so valuable! 

Massive thanks must go to Johnny ñSticksò Marr, who held things together in the darker timesé. 
Francis Orioha ï in his debut season ï won player of the season for playing in almost every position 
other than where he wanted to playé. Nathan Joseph won the golden boot with 14 goals in 15 
gamesé.. But full credit must go to those who stuck with the task, played like a team to the end and 
never gave up.  

Iôm sure those green shoots of recovery will turn into something spectacular next seasoné 

Position   Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Difference Points 

10 Old Guildfordians II  20 3 1 16 37 68 -31 10 

11 Old Suttonians IV  20 3 0 17 24 57 -33 9 

Position   Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Difference Points 

1 Royal Bank of Scotland II  18 14 2 2 71 18 53 44 

2 Royal Sun Alliance  18 11 6 1 55 28 27 39 

3 Temple Bar  18 9 2 7 39 26 13 29 

4 Glyn Old Boys III  18 7 4 7 41 37 4 25 

5 Standard Chartered Bank  18 7 4 7 37 44 -7 25 

6 Old Sedcopians II  18 7 2 9 42 41 1 23 

7 Old Wokingians III  18 6 4 8 37 45 -8 22 

8 Clapham Old Xaverians V  18 5 2 11 33 51 -18 17 

9 Old Dorkinians III  18 5 2 11 34 56 -22 17 

10 Old Tiffinians III  18 4 2 12 22 65 -43 14 



Paul Bailey 

 

F 
ootball 6th XI Report 

 

The 6th XI experienced a tough season this year - certainly the hardest one I've been 
involved in during my time at COXA. The squad we had struggled in a league which was 

probably (if I'm being honest) at a standard slightly too high for our collective talent!. Couple this 
with the fact that most weeks we were forced to field a patched-up side (due mostly to lack of 
numbers), and it wasn't really a great surprise that we spent the entire campaign either in or around 
the relegation zone.  

With the exception of a purple patch straight after the Christmas break in which we managed to 
string a few decent results together, it was pretty much an uphill struggle from start to finish. 
However, the league position doesn't tell the full story. Apart from one or two games (notably 
against the top sides) in which we were on the receiving end of a drubbing, the majority of the 
matches in which we did lose were very close calls - literally one goal would end up deciding the 
outcome - some of which were harsh on our lads and undeserved. That's football !!.  

My thanks must go to all the players who pitched in with the fight - both core regulars and the lads 
from other teams who rolled up their sleeves and got stuck in when it most mattered. With a bit of 
luck, we'll be able to keep the nucleus of the team together for next season, and with one or two new 
faces we'll be able to push on and up the ante !!.  

A special shout should go to Martin Donald. He spent almost the entire season wearing the 
Number 1 jersey without any fuss (well, without too much fuss anyway!!), despite it not being his 
regular position. He also helped run the side when I was not available, and he thoroughly deserved 
his player of the season award.  

Roll on 2009/10 !!!!!  
 

Christopher Finch 

 

Position   Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Difference Points 

1 Old Bromleians II  18 15 1 2 59 36 23 46 

2 Old Thorntonians III  18 12 5 1 67 24 43 41 

3 Citigroup  18 13 2 3 65 32 33 41 

4 Old Sedcopians III  18 7 3 8 48 50 -2 24 

5 Old St Marys II  18 7 1 10 49 56 -7 22 

6 City of London II  18 6 4 8 36 47 -11 22 

7 Kings Old Boys III  18 6 2 10 39 44 -5 20 

8 John Fisher Old Boys II  18 5 2 11 39 60 -21 17 

9 Glyn Old Boys IV  18 3 4 11 27 51 -24 13 

10 Clapham Old Xaverians VI  18 3 2 13 35 64 -29 11 



F 
ootball Awards Night Report  

 

On Saturday, 9th May the COXA football section met to celebrate another execllent 
season playing in the AFC and to hand out some well earned silverware.  

Overall the season has been a massive success for the club on the pitch with 2 promotions, 3 teams 
sticking and unfortunately the 6th XI going down (after being jumped numerous leagues last 
season). Money has been a slight problem and the section is endeavouring to get the pitches at 
Highbury Avenue playable again in the very near future. This will ensure a good turn out at the 
clubhouse and hopefully keep attracting new motivated players to the club.  

 

The awards were handed out as follows.  

1st XI Player of  the Year Peter Codd 

2nd XI Player of the Year Richard Rooney 

3rd XI Player of the Year Sam Vennart 

4th XI Player of the Year Wesley Monford 

5th XI Player of the Year Francis Oricha 

6th XI Player of the Year Martin Donald 



Huge congratulations to Matt Arnold and Bernie Mensah with the 1st and 2nd XIs. Letsô hope it 
continues next year. As the success continues on the pitch we are striving to make the club and 
clubhouse a welcoming place for players and prospective players alike. Hopefully the top two sidesô 
promotion will filter through the club and help strengthen us as a whole. Roll on 2009/10.  

 

As always the last thank you goes to Eddie O'Brien, without whom there is no COXA.  

 

Luke Roszkowski - Football Club Captain 

 

C 
ricket 1st XI Captainôs Pre Season Report 2009 

 

Following the footballersô success during the winter, it is now the Cricketers chance to 
bring even more triumph to the club in the forthcoming 2009 Cricket season, with the 

realistic goal for an immensely talented side being promotion to the Premier.  

 

Before I continue with my report I would like to take this opportunity to thank Kevin Horkan for 
all his hard work and effort during 2008 campaign; sadly it was a very difficult and somewhat 
disappointing season for the club, as we merely escaped relegation by default with the withdrawal of 
another club from within the league. However during the off season the prospect of relegation 
appeared to ruffle a few feathers within the section and we immediately decided that if the Cricket 
side were to survive then drastic action was required. The decision was taken that we had to work 
together and recruit some fresh new players for the new season by advertising on various websites, 
networking and word of mouth.  This has been a resounding success so far as the club has managed 
to draft in some fantastic new talent and from struggling to get just the one Saturday team out weôre 
now pushing for two Saturday sides, which I believe is an incredible achievement. Iôd like to say a 
massive thanks to all involved. Having returned from a year away travelling it was extremely 
encouraging and refreshing to see so many new faces ready for the challenge that lay ahead, and 
players from all over the world, not just the normal cricketing nations but also a young exciting 
player from Afganistan.  

 

We started the season with a friendly away to Magdalene CC and after winning the toss I elected to 
bat. This proving to be the correct decision as we set a mammoth total of 312-3 off just 40 overs (B. 
Walsh 100, P. Robinson 96, J. Cole 77*), Cole and Robinson making their club debut, and the 
home side falling way short, finishing on a mere 136-7.  

Our second Friendly was played away at Godalming CC. The toss was won by the home skipper and 
he elected to bat. It was a good start by the boys picking up 2 early wickets; however old habits begin 
to creep in with a number of dropped catches, mis-fields and a typical Clapham lull during the 
middle period of the Godalming innings enabling them to post a tough total of 191-3 off 40 overs. 
Despite what we believed to be a good total posted by the home side it actually turned out to be a 
stroll in the park for our boys and we knocked off the runs by the 27th over (R. Macintosh 82* D. 

Young Player of the  Year Sam Torres / Jo Pratley-Jones 

Player of the Year Chris Wall 

Clubman of the Year Berard Mensah 



Costello 48, M. Benedict 36).  

 

After a very successful pre-season it was now time for the serious business to begin. Our first game 
would be against newly promoted Morden Corinthians CC who won 15 out of 15 the previous 
season, so we were fully aware of the challenge that lay ahead. After winning the toss and electing to 
bat it wasnôt long before we found ourselves in a woeful position at 54-6, however the lower order 
rallied well supporting M. Benedict by batting out the overs and guiding us to a competitive total of 
175-9 (M. Benedict 82). Despite a valiant effort by the boys in the field we fell just short losing in a 
highly spirited and entertaining match by 2 wickets, (T. Benedict 3-24, R. Macintosh 3-44).   

The defeat to Morden in the opener taught the team some valuable lessons and weôve since bounced 
back with fine victories against Old Wimbledoians CC (N. Khan 4-14), and comfortably chasing 
down 210 with the loss of just 4 wickets against Beddington Village CC in our first home game (J. 
Cole 4-43, D. Costello 95, R. Macintosh 43*, T. Maslona 40).  

Season so far: 

I hope come September Iôll be writing my end of season report having successfully been promoted to 
the Premier, as these are exciting times for not only the Saturday 1st team but for all three COXA 

Cricket teams representing the Club. There is great enthusiasm and expectation amongst all 
involved within the Cricket section and I believe good times lie ahead, so as a collective group letôs 
keep up the good work! 

 

I would just like to add the address of our new home ground; support from club members is always 
welcomedé  

 

Rutlish School,  

Mostyn Road,  

Wimbledon,  

SW19 3LP  

 

Tom Benedict , 1st Team Captain 

 

J 
oe Cole Signs for Clapham 

 

Having spent the past half-dozen years claiming that cricket was ómy sportô yet failing to 
justify it by not playing a single game, I decided it was about time I bought some new whites 

and rolled my arm over. Without a team in mind I asked around and fortunately Sam Vennart 
ushered me in the direction of Clapham Old Xaverians.  

 

Within a few days I was in touch with Matt Benedict and heading down to South Wimbledon for 
an overdue winter net. First impressions were poor. I was alarmed to see so many blokes wandering 

Played Won Lost Drawn 

5 4 1 0 



around in white shell suits displaying the words ñcoxò and ñassò and in my confusion caused upset 
by mistaking Matt for his younger, but equally good looking, brother Joe. That aside, the facilities at 
Rutlish school (new home ground for the season) were brilliant, and with a bowling machine in 
action I guessed the cricket had to be of a good standard ï although I did have further concerns with 
óDamoô the Brash Aussie sniggering behind the controls. As the weeks went by numbers increased 
and before long a regular rabble of twenty plus had been established. A turn out which resulted in 
pre-season trial matches for those of us who hadnôt taken to the field as an Old Xaverian before. 

 

My time came against Magdalene CC on a perfect late April afternoon, we won the toss, chose to 
bat and I was given the nod at four. Openers Brendan Walsh and Phil Robinson looked solid and 
soon began scoring runs for fun, so with Richie Mac at three and the overs running out I felt my 
chance to prove my worth in the side was slimming. With his head glistening in the sun (and 
Brendan soon to retire), I saw my chance and óaccidentallyô flicked a ball in Richie Macôs direction. 
Direct hit. I made my apologies but with mild concussion he lasted just 3 balls leaving me with 20 
odd overs in which to bat. Although the bowling attack could easily be described as a buffet, I 
carried my bat and did just enough in the field to grab a spot in the first league game of the season 
two weeks later. 

 

We lost the first league game, but it was a fighting loss and showed what the team was all about. 
After a poor start, the bottom order dug in and allowed Matt Benedict to score a vital 82 which put 
us right back in the match. We went out into the field with our tails up, rattling their top order and 
created an incredibly tense final few overs. Sadly they nervously edged their way to victory but that 
attitude awarded us with comfortable success in the following two league games and should stand us 
in good stead for the rest of the season.  

 

All in all a great find of the cricket club; I think having 22 guys out in Balham every Saturday night 
speaks for itself.  

 

Joe Cole 

 

The cricket section runs two Saturday teams (one league and one friendly) together with  a Sunday 
friendly team and a mid-week Twenty20  team. Anyone interested in playing should contact Matt 
Benedict (matt_benedict76@hotmail.com). 

 

This yearôs cricket tour is to the Isle of Wight from 24th to 28th July with matches against Ventnor 
CC (25th July), Sandown CC (26th July) and  Arrerton  CC (27th July). 

 

Matthew Benedict 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P 
ersonalia 

 

Congratulations to Clapham 5th XI's Dave Halpenny on becoming a father on  the 20th 
March 2009 . Samuel (7lb 13oz), the new arrival, and his mother Soula are both doing 

w e l l . 
 
We learnt from Laurence Milligan that his brother Deacon Paul Milligan had spent a few weeks in 
the Mayday Hospital following a heavy fall on ice in early February. He broke his tibia and fibia and 
had two metal plates fitted. He returned home on Monday 2nd March following some 
complications. Because of the medication he was given, he could not drink alcohol, which provided 
him with an ideal opportunity to give it up for Lent. 

 

Laurence Milligan tells us that, having  left the police service, he is now working at the Salesian 
School, Chertsey and that changes are afoot at our old rivals   

 

Tony Piwowarski  has reported that Keith Monteiro, who is thought to have left the College in 
1978, set out to cycle round the world on 1st April to raise money for charity. You can read about  

his progress  - and sponsor him - at  

 

 http://www.theworldcyclist.com  

 

The last entry in Keithôs log shows that he reached  Odessa on the 11th July 
having covered 11,000 km in ten weeks at an average of  101.5 miles a day. In 
Keithôs own words it was an awesome experience and achievement. 

 

Congratulation to Joe Benedict and his wife Louisa on the birth of their baby boy. Jacob Ruben 
Samuel Benedict was born on the 6th June weighing 7 lb 11 oz. 

 

We were sorry to learn from Brian Sanders that his brother-in-law, David 
Carter, had passed away in South Africa in February at the age of 68. 
David was a pupil at Clapham College in the 1950s. An outstanding 
Chemistry student, on leaving school he went to work for Crosse and 
Blackwell, subsequently Nestle, for whom he worked for the rest of his 
working life mainly abroad, in Switzerland, France and finally in 
Johannesburg. David was born in Chorley, Lancashire, the eldest of two 
sisters and six brothers. His family moved to London, just after the war 
when his father took up the position of Registrar in the then borough of 
Camberwell. Of the six boys, three attended Clapham College (David, 
Julian, and  Paul), and three St. Gerard's (Peter, Adrian, and Kevin) so all 
were ultimately Old Xaverians. May he rest in peace. 

 

Congratulations to Julian Carter and his wife Karen who celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary 
on Saturday, 13th June. Brian Sanders was there to join in the celebrations as were his  sons 
Stephen  and Philip Sanders and fellow Old Boy Peter Carter. Stephen had flown in from 



Vancouver, especially for the occasion and the next day, persuaded by Philip, took part in the 
annual North Downs 30 km. race. For the record, Philip's time in the race was 2 hr 8 mins. 

 

Francis Browne has very kindly sent me a collection of 
photographs of former members of the College staff, some of 
which have I have included in this edition. The photograph of Mr 
Pocock eating an ice cream at a summer fete in 1967 was taken by 
Martin Farrell, who subsequently sold it to Cecil for six pence, and 
was assumed to be lost until recently. Recently Francis has been 
contacting contemporaries from the class of 1964, 6 of whom 
attended the Chairman's Luncheon and a larger number met for a 
convivial Curry Evening in Coulsdon the following day, 31st 
January. Alan White, who drove down from Ipswich for the event, 
picked up Martin Simmonds and Kevin Bond, en route and tells 
me that, despite a break of over thirty-eight years , conversation 
flowed throughout the evening as though it had scarcely been 
interrupted.  The other diners were Mike Murphy, Mike Collins, 
Martin Farrell, Mike Galtrey, Peter McFall, and Adam Kondziela. 

 

Sharp eyed contemporaries of Raymond Quinlan will probably have seen the obituary of his 
brother Sir Michael Quinlan. Sir Michael, who was  educated at Wimbledon College and Merton 
College, was a leading strategist in the MoD during the cold war and a defender of nuclear 
deterrence. His obituary said that he ówas admired for his powers of analysis expressed in his unique 
style and his integrityô. May he rest in peace.   

 

I am grateful to David Leathem for drawing my attention to an article by Simon Barnes in The 
Times of 10th January. Writing of the  óBig Freezeô of 1963-64, Simon Barnes says: 

 

Nash and Dixon won a bobsleigh gold medal in the Winter Olympics, but even they would have had to take 
second place to Barnes and Murtagh. We had the fastest sledge on Streatham Common. 

The run was sheet ice and vertiginous: initially daunting but in the weeks it stood we mastered it utterly. From 
the top of the run, just before Hill House Road, you could scoop beyond Hopton Road at the bottom, passing 
little kids and tyros and sticky-runnered sledges and fearful sledders with feet glued to the ground.   

 

Asked to comment, Matthew Murtagh  confirmed that Simon Barnes was a neighbour of theirs in 
their family home in Streatham, three doors along the terrace. He went to Emanuel School. The 
Murtagh referred to must have been his elder brother John Murtagh (left Clapham 1969) as they 
used to hang around together - Simon had two sisters but no brothers so the Murtaghs provided 
male company. Simon's father Edward Barnes was a BBC Producer on Blue Peter. John got in to see 
Crackerjack while Matthew was asked to read out a child's letter which Mr Barnes recorded and 
broadcast on Blue Peter - practically his only appearance on TV despite later working for the BBC 
for 18 years! 

 

 

 



John McKenna  contacted the Association through the 
website to mention that at the age of 76 he had just 
completed a degree at the University of St. Thomas in 
Fredricton, New Brunswick. John is a contemporary of 
Chas Lawrence, Bill Bailey and the late Pat Breslin. He 
recalled that he can still hear Pat Breslin singing Al Jolson 
songs in óhis own inimitable wayô and that he went to the 
University of Hull with Chas and Pat in 1950. He and 
Chas joined the University Air Squadron. However, John 
liked the Air Squadron more than the 
University so he left Hull after a year 
to enlist in the Royal Air Force, where 

he served for 25 years before taking an early discharge to emigrate to Canada. 
He told me that Chas refused to go beyond National Service and was 
"punished" by being trained as a second pilot on the Comet.  John is pictured  
in this photograph of the 1949  1st  XI standing between Brian Sweett and  
David Nichols. John remembers being taught to bowl the googlie by Br. 
Damian and climbing in the Lake District with the headmaster Br. Joseph 
(pictured on right).  

 

From the other side of the world Tony Curtis also contacted the Association through the  website. I 
think that Tony started at the College in 1952  as he was in the same form as John Bunce and Jean 
Bouchard. He remembers travelling to school with Phil Leeder and that he probably got the best of 
the bargain when he swapped bicycles with Willie McGrath. On leaving school Tony worked for 
British Relay Wireless before joining Marconi in Chelmsford and subsequently Cambridge 
Consultants. While living in Cambridge, Tony and his wife paid a visit to the College and he was 
distressed to find Br. Dunstanôs greenhouse demolished with one of the grapevines still flourishing..  

They dug it up and 
replanted it in the 
garden of their house 
i n  B a r  H i l l , 
Cambridge. Before 
leaving the UK, 
Tony paid a visit to 
Br. Dunstan at 
Mayfield. He recalls 
Br. Dunstan, riddled 
with arthritis, taking 
him to watch a 
cricket match that 
was in progress and 
pointing out a small 
green plot where the 
brothers were buried. 
B r .  D u n s t a n 
pointed out Br. 
Xavierôs grave and 
where he would go 
when he ñretiredò. 


